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Abstract

This study used used co-occurrence network analysis to study the experience of college students when solving statistics or
algebra problems. Students generated words to describe their perceptions of solving a standard deviation problem and a
quadratic computation. Results indicated that the statistics problem was associated with words indicating “anxiety” and
“confusion”. Conversely, words, such as “relaxed and ”familiar” were used to describe solving the quadratic computation.
Additionally, rating scales measuring statistics anxiety, math anxiety, and math helplessness, showed that meth anxiety tended

to predict statistics anxiety for all students, above and beyond math helplessness.
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