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          The poor management of river and rainwater has resulted in the periodic occurrence of floods in the northern districts and drought in the southern districts of Bihar. This phenomenon has led to unbalanced growth across the regions in terms of both social and agricultural development of the state. The successful implementation of three consecutive 'agricultural roadmaps' (2008 to 12, 2012 to 17, and 2017 to 22) and two consecutive 'Saat Nischay' schemes (Saat Nischay Part-I started in 2015 and ongoing Saat Nischay Part-II started in 2021) has tried to establish the regional balance to some extent. In this study, we aim to analyse the inter-district disparities in terms of social and agricultural development by computing the composite index and identifying the backward regions through the principal component analysis method. For this, we have used the secondary data on selected seven-seven indicators of both the dimensions of social and agricultural development taken from the Department of Economics and Statistics, Government of Bihar and State Level Banker's Committee, Bihar for the year 2019-20. The results from the analysis show that there is a high degree of social and agricultural disparities across the regions such as Patna, Muzaffarpur, and Nalanda are the very highly developed districts while Kaimur, Jamui, and Banka are the very low-developed districts in terms of social development. Similarly, Begusarai, Sheohar, and Madhepura are very highly developed districts while Kaimur, Rohtas, and, Jamui are very low-developed districts in terms of agricultural development. The result of Spearman's rank correlation test (.331) also states that both 'social' and 'agricultural' development show a medium level of significant positive association which means a higher level of social development may induce a higher level of agricultural development. Thus, to establish balanced growth across the regions for ensuring societal harmony the government should frame and interlink the social and agricultural development policies together.
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          On the backdrop of the global pandemic and the war in Ukraine, the ensuing energy crisis demanded fast and comprehensive policy responses in all national contexts. Government measures came under political and societal pressure, with a high degree of contestation for their capacity to deliver. Academic literature is reflecting on the nature of decision-making in highly dynamic and convoluted situations pointing out the importance of making citizen's voices noticeable at all levels of knowledge gathering and decision-making. New technologies are especially useful at inquiring citizen's perspectives on the state of the art, policy alternatives, political support, and own behavioral conduct with respect to public decisions or general occurrences. The present article is employing the netnographic methodology to understand public responses to critical energy crisis policies adopted by governments in Norway, Italy, and Romania with respect to households during the most recent energy crisis. With our inductive approach, we aim to understand similarities and differences in public perception and meaningful emerging topics.
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          There are a number of ways in which Kant can be said to provide the “aesthetics of capitalism”. This paper argues specifically that central innovations of Kantian aesthetics—purposiveness without a purpose, artistic genius, the free play of the faculties, and the contrapurposive sublime—are to the philosophy of mind what the “invisible hand” is to capitalist social formation and economic practice. The relevant connection between Kant’s aesthetic psychology and Adam Smith’s capitalist political-economy is that each depends on the claim that order can emerge without an orderer operating according to prior intent, purpose, design, or conscious control. Along with Hume and the central framework of the Scottish Enlightenment more generally, Smith and Kant both seek to explain how order can arise spontaneously; they simply attend to different domains—Smith looking outward to social order and Kant looking inward towards mental order. However, once the logical and metaphysical structure of spontaneous order is seen as the key issue across multiple domains, then Kantian aesthetics and emerging capitalist social formations appear as two sides of the same coin.
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          This paper proposes a new method for identifying groups of examinees engaged in collusion that does not require any a priori knowledge of the compromised items. The method, called iterative cluster building (ICB), constructs clusters through an answer similarity framework, sequentially accepting into the cluster examinees whose responses are statistically the most similar to the union of all responses already in the cluster. ICB was evaluated through both simulation and application to a commonly used empirical dataset with known preknowledge. Results from the study were highly encouraging. ICB recovered simulated groups very well, while limiting Type I errors to realistic levels commonly used in operational settings. Application of ICB to the empirical dataset resulted in larger, more homogeneous clusters than have previously been observed
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Transformative Educa...
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          Since the Brown v. Board of Education decision, the plight of Black educators continues to be one of resilience and resistance. One important question is how Black teachers continue to live out Brown’s mission while navigating the effects of COVID-19. Using Givens’ (2021) Fugitive Pedagogy framework this narrative inquiry explored Black Women teachers’ attempts to fulfill the promise of the Brown decision. We found that participants enacted the following forms of resistance: a) intellectual acts of subversion, b) fictive kinship, and c) enacting shared vulnerability. Findings shine a light on the complexities of exhibiting resistance in anti-Black K-12 classrooms.
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          Collaborative learning is considered to be an effective learning method. In principle, it promotes two key conditions for effective learning, namely good (social) control of metacognition and internal regulation of learning behaviour. Both require healthy social interaction in addition to good cognitive engagement. This social interaction and cognitive engagement cannot be imposed on groups, but can be fostered, among other factors, by individual accountability. Group self-assessment can help to achieve this. We have developed a group self-assessment procedure and shown in a previous study that it steers students towards internal regulation of behaviour (autonomous motivation). As we use the procedure in many collaborative projects, the question is whether students accept it and whether it has the intended effect on the group work experience. An acceptance survey was developed for this purpose. Students’ responses indicate that they find the self-assessment procedure convenient, that the assessments are fair, that it improves the collaborative experience and strengthens group beliefs.
        

    

  








  

  
    
    


    
      
        
        Post-conflict power-sharing and Lower-tier Insurgents
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          Studies have shown post-conflict power-sharing as one of the important institutional aspects of post-conflict peace. However, these studies have yet to explain why and how lower-tier insurgents can play an influential role during and after the power-sharing peace deals. The most important aspect about them is that they are the rational actors whose interests in ‘selective incentives’ are more likely to make them weigh post-power sharing terms in terms of their cost-benefit analysis. The central argument of this paper is that conflicts incurring a higher cost for the lower-tier insurgent are more likely to survive a peaceful transition only when their concern of ‘selective incentives’ has been taken care of. With a statistical analysis of the Power-sharing Event Datasets (PSED) of Ottomonn and Vullers (2015), this paper has found support for this argument.
        

    

  








  

  
    
    


    
      
        
        Fundamental Values of Administration of Justice: An Appraisal of the
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          Administering  justice  is  a  critical  role  of the state that recognizes individuals’  rights,  assures impartial reprisal for wrongdoing, and promotes communal harmony. The judicial institution serves as the central mechanism for the proper administration of justice. To reach the right judgment, a fair, independent, and unbiased judicial process is essential. The legal system has thrived as a result of certain essential values that uphold the highest level of fairness and impartiality. As a result, Bangladesh’s administration of the justice system cannot fall far behind. Since the judicial institution is at the center of the administration of justice, the research initially focuses on a thorough examination of the  widely  acknowledged  essential  core  values  in  the judicial  system.  Second,  the  article  seeks to  assess  Bangladesh’s justice  system’s  conformity  to  the  justice  system’s  inclusive  essential  values.  Finally,  the  research  concludes  that Bangladesh’s  justice  system  has  secured  practically  all  essential  principles  through  constitutional  and  legislative endorsement.  Nonetheless,  due  to  several  shortcomings,  the  efficient  legal process  and  accessibility  of  the  justice  system have been questioned
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          Abstract: Effective academic leadership plays a crucial role in shaping the culture and performance of higher education institutions (HEIs). As faculty engagement and satisfaction are key factors influencing faculty members’ productivity, retention, and overall success, understanding the impact of leadership styles on these outcomes is of utmost importance. This research paper aims to investigate the effect of academic leadership styles on faculty engagement and satisfaction in HEIs. The paper reviews the relevant literature on leadership styles, faculty engagement, and satisfaction, and synthesizes the findings to highlight the relationship between academic leadership styles and these outcomes. The paper also discusses the implications of the findings for HEI leaders and provides recommendations for enhancing faculty engagement and satisfaction through effective leadership. Purpose – This research paper aims to investigate the effect of academic leadership styles on faculty engagement and satisfaction in HEIs. Design/methodology/approach – A sample of 300 faculty members are collected from 15 institutions of higher education from Chandigarh Union Territory. A self-administered survey questionnaire is used to collect primary data. A stratified sampling is used. The whole population is divided in 4 strata i.e East Chandigarh, West Chandigarh, North Chandigarh and South Chandigarh. Four higher education institutions including colleges and universities are selected randomly from each stratum. A sample of 15 faculty members are taken from each institution. Pearson’s Correlation and Regression’s Analysis is used to test the hypothesis. Findings – The major findings of the current study are that there is positive and significant correlation between transformational, transactional, laissez-faire leadership styles and faculty engagement and job satisfaction. Originality/value – Leadership plays a critical role in shaping the academic environment and influencing the success of higher education institutions (HEIs). In India, as the higher education landscape continues to evolve, understanding the leadership styles of academic leaders is essential for effective management and administration of HEIs.
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          Aim: study aimed to examine the acute effect of a battle mobile game playing between 3 games (45-60 min) and 7 games (135-180 min) on heart rate (HR), stress levels, cognitive function, and visual short-term memory (VSM) in healthy university students. Methods and Results:Twenty university students aged 20-22 volunteered. The Realm of Valor (ROV) mobile game was used. Participants were separated into 4 teams, and each team was randomly assigned to play either 3 games or 7 games. All variables were assessed before and after gaming. Results showed that HR increased in both gaming conditions after playing (p<0.05). Stress levels were higher after 7 games than after 3 games (p<0.05). Cognitive function was greater changes in the 3 games than that in the 7 games (p<0.05). Neither the 3 games nor the 7 games affected visual short-term memory. Conclusions:Playing the ROV mobile game for 7 games or more than 135 minutes could increase stress levels, whereas 3 games may not affect stress response and cognitive function. Thus, suitable time spent playing games, especially a battle game, should be advised to avoid inducing stress responses in university students.
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          Given the axiom that social reality consists of individuals and their interactions, and the conjecture that the interesting way individuals interact is through choice, this paper explicates three postulates in four stages: 1) choices are made up of ‘entrained’ sub-choices: thoughts and acts that must be made for the pursuit of another goal; 2) a sub-choice ‘entrained’ in all other choices is a choice for ‘predictability’: a quasi-Bayesian assessment whereby the greater an option’s predictability, the more likely it is to be chosen; 3) it is axiomatic that decisions should always be informed by as many truths and as few falsehoods as possible; true ‘is’ statements can only result in more fulfilling ‘ought’ statements; 4) 1 and 2, and their implications, constitute ‘is’s of sociodynamics, generating a moral and ethical ‘ought’ which I will call ‘Political Existentialism’, a stance that should inform ways in which we organize and run our societies to allow the pursuit of Eudaimonia. Both concepts point to a sociological ‘constant’: if every choice entrains predictability and predictability is a measurable variable, then each choice can be related to every other choice in a measurable way; because choice is the way in which individuals consciously interact with their environments and one another, predictability can be used as a ‘common ground’ to measure and compare cases of choice-based sociodynamics.
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          Inclusive leadership behavior is crucial for organizational performance because it fosters innovation, improves decision-making, boosts employee engagement, enhances problem-solving capabilities, and enhances the organization’s reputation. The growing need to understand how inclusive leadership behavior can effectively leverage the organizational performance through inclusion has been the call for this study. This study will try address any existing gaps by exploring the relationship among inclusive leadership behavior and organizational performance, providing insights into the critical role leader’s play in creating inclusive environments and their impact on various performance indicators. The study also focuses at the leaders’ behaviors that foster inclusive leadership and the way they vary from other types of leadership styles. A systematic review of the literature is conducted, focusing on peer-reviewed journals. A total of 64 research papers and articles are carefully analyzed to select those that specifically addresses the relationship among inclusive leadership behavior (ILB) and organizational performance through inclusiveness (OPI). In addition, the study proposes a conceptual framework to demonstrate the link among inclusive leadership behavior and organizational performance through inclusiveness. Lastly, the study provides practical recommendations for organizations and HR’s in formulating HR practices to enhance their performance through inclusive leadership practices.
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          Although mobile technology has served society with endless opportunities and can be seen as one of the greatest inventions to date, it is possible that it has influenced academic performance among children. The present descriptive qualitative study explored the influence of social media and gaming practices on perceived academic performance of children. In this initial study, the researchers examined how elementary school children ages 8-11 described their social media and online gaming practices and influence on their academic performance. Distraction-conflict theory was used to explain that online behaviours create distraction for children and their attention to academics. The current research sample consisted of 28 8–11-year-old students who completed a questionnaire which included demographic, true/false, multiple choice and open-ended questions focusing on the influence of social media and gaming practices on their academic performance. In addition, 9 one-on-one interviews were conducted, transcribed, and analysed using Clark and Braun’s thematic analysis approach. The emerging themes include Student self-agency with social media and Gaming, Significance of overuse of social media and video games and Academic values and expectations in the household reflected in student behaviours and academic outcomes. The data suggest children ages 8-11 spend hours each day using social media and/or playing video games and become highly distracted from schoolwork which may affect academic performance. Understanding the influence that social media and gaming has on children’s academics can provide information for digital parenting and in school guidance from educators.
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          In the opening of Book III of his Essay, Locke states that God provided men with language, which was intended to serve as the primary tool and universal communication medium within society. This paper aims to examine the effectiveness of language as a tool in Locke’s philosophy of language. The article is divided into three sections. The initial segment will examine the overall depiction of Locke’s language theory, with a closer examination of the importance of words in relation to the purpose of language. In the following section, I will examine objections raised by contemporary philosophers regarding the role of language. In the preceding part, I endeavor to address these objections by examining Locke’s perspective on language abuses and remedies and scrutinizing relevant passages pertaining to these issues. The paper’s conclusion asserts that language is an indispensable tool for communication.
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          To get published in academic journals academics follow detailed instructions on how to report on their results. Reviewers follow instructions on how to review manuscripts. A compliant attitude to format is a prerequisite for publication. Examples from the organization and management disciplines illustrate how isolation from society at large represent a distorted version of Taylorism. But although standardized research reports dull the interest of readers and affect the research content, standardization may be understood as an emancipatory device. It allows for an efficient production process and opportunities for many to make an academic career.
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          This study aimed to explore the relationship between learning support, school support, perceived technology control, independent happiness, learning engagement, and learning achievement among vocational senior high school students. Design/Methodology/Approach Based on purposive sampling to collect data from 305 students who participated in the competition, a Professional Vocabulary Quotient Credential Assessment System was used to assess their learning achievements. Researchers have developed this instrument through a literature review. It consisted of 30 items and 6 factors and passed the reliability and reliability tests. Structural equation modeling was employed as the data analysis method. Findings The results supported that independent variables, such as learning support, school support, perceived technology control, and independent happiness, could positively predict learning engagement. Furthermore, learning engagement plays a mediating role between the independent variables and learning achievement. Originality/value This study investigated the interplay between learning support, school support, perceived technology control, independent happiness, learning engagement, and learning achievement in vocational senior high school students. Utilizing structural equation modeling and a purposeful sample of 305 competition-participating students, this research developed a 30-item instrument validated for reliability. The results indicated that learning support, school support, perceived technology control, and independent happiness positively predicted learning engagement. Notably, learning engagement emerged as a significant mediator between these independent variables and learning achievements. The study underscores the importance of multifaceted support systems, including technology perceptions and individual well-being, in fostering student engagement and subsequently influencing academic success. The findings offer practical implications for educators, suggesting avenues for targeted interventions to enhance the learning experience and outcomes of vocational senior high school students.
        

    

  








  

  
    
    


    
      
        
        Ancient Social Motive Simulation Hypothesis of Dreaming
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          Natural selection shaped motivational systems to produce behaviors that increase survival and reproductive fitness during waking life. A dream production mechanism that reflects these motives and simulate them repeatedly in a variety of scenarios during sleep would have increased the probability of survival and reproductive success. A thematic analysis of 900 dream reports suggest that dreaming is a simulation of ancient social motives to rehearse functional behavior aimed at satisfying these motives, and thus provide support to the social motive simulation hypothesis of the function of dreaming.
        

    

  








  

  
    
    


    
      
        
        Exploring Crisis Vulnerability of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs):
Evidence from...
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          Survival of businesses is important to a country due to the immense contribution they make towards the economy. SMEs have been identified as a sector that is more vulnerable to crises. Thus, it is vital to explore the factors that make SMEs vulnerable to crises. This phenomenological study used the social constructivism approach to investigate the factors that make SMEs more vulnerable to crisis, particularly tourism SMEs. The sample consisted of 19 tourism SMEs that were purposively selected from the Southern Province of Sri Lanka. The data were analyzed using Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis (IPA) and through the theoretical lens of resilience theory. The themes identified as factors that tourism SME sector is more vulnerable to crisis due to its dependence on unskilled employees, for being mostly home based, the seasonal nature, and a crisis-prone industry. The findings of this study may assist SME entrepreneurs and other stakeholders to arm themselves by adopting proactive measures to deal with crises.
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